
 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
August 5, 2025
CITY HALL
121 S. MERIDIAN


Mayor Truman called the  regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Ronald Colbert, Robert Wilson, Amy Reid, Ben Anderson, Gina Gregory, Dale Kerstetter, Chris Evans and Matt Stamm. 

Members Absent:	None

Staff Present:		Rodney Eggleston, Public Works Director
Neal Owings, Parks and Public Buildings Director
Barry Arbuckle, City Attorney
Gage Scheer, City Engineer
Clint Miller, Finance Director
Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk/HR Director
Brent Clark, City Administrator

Press present:		The Ark Valley News
			
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Stamm moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Colbert. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA – 
Wilson moved to approve the minutes of July 15, 2025, regular City Council meeting as presented, seconded by Stamm. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.  

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – 
Finance Director Miller announced that the City has receive the GFOA Budget Award.  He stated that of the 43,000 eligible government agencies,  only 1700 receive the award.  He was also proud that the city received special recognition for Long-range operating financial plans and Capital program.

PUBLIC FORUM – None

APPOINTMENTS – None

OLD BUSINESS – 
A. 2025 BUDGET COMPREHENSIVE DISCUSSION
Finance Director Miller presented a comprehensive FY2026 budget with four options.  He stated that all 4 options are financially viable, but he needs decision from Council on which option they prefer.  Options #1-#3 make no cuts to mil levy and it remains 54.856.  Option #4 includes a 1.2 mil rate cut as originally presented.  Mil Rate would be 53.656. 
Jon Freund, 3901 Palos Verdes Cir. asked if the difference in mils could be used for the purchase of lot in discussion under new business, item J.  
Miller stated that he has secured a low interest loan that enables the City to pay the interest only for 5 years.
Council questioned the budget needs in the future for the employee benefits fund and the bond and interest fund.  Options #1-#3 allow the city to build up those two reserve funds.  
It was explained that a transfer for employee benefits was not completed in 2024, which lowered the benefits reserve to very low levels.  Administrator Clark stated that the new development growth in Valley Center will enable us to grow into the debt.  Administrators did raise issue of possible 4% cap on valuations, which would greatly impact future budgets. 
Wilson moved to approve budget option #4 for the 2026 budget year. seconded by Stamm.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS- 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk86928317]VALLEY CENTER CHAMBER REQUEST FOR FALL FEST
Allison Clubb, Executive Director of the Valley Center Chamber of Commerce requested City assistance for the 2025 Fall Festival. She requested waiver of permits and or sign fees to advertise the annual event. Various road closures will also be needed for the event. Lastly Ms. Clubb requested a sponsorship contribution in the amount of $5,000.00.
Kerstetter moved to approve request for road closures and donation in the budgeted amount of $5,000.00 to the Valley Center Chamber of Commerce for the 2025 Fall Festival. Motion seconded by Evans Vote yea: unanimous.  Motion Carried. 

B. ORDINANCE 1429-25; RE-ZONE LOT BETWEEN 409 MEEDS DR AND 431 W. 3RD ST.
[bookmark: _Hlk203573483]City Administrator Clark presented ordinance 1429-25 which would re-zone lot between 409 Meeds Dr. and 431 W. 3rd. St.  The applicant is requesting a rezoning from R-1B (single-family) to R-2 two-family) to build a new two-family structure.  This has been approved by the Planning and Zoning Board.  Kerstetter questioned whether the lot width is large enough for a duplex.  It was confirmed that it meets the regulations.
Stamm moved to approve for 1st reading Ordinance 1429-25 to rezone a lot located between 409 N Meeds Dr and 431 W 3rd  Street from R-1B to R-2.  Reid seconded the motion.  Vote aye: Colbert, Reid, Anderson, Gregory, Evans and Stamm. Opposed: Kerstetter and Wilson Motion carried.

C. RESOLUTION 792-25; PAVING IMPROVEMENT PHASE V- PRAIRIE LAKES
[bookmark: _Hlk205884825]Garth Herrmann, Gilmore and Bell, presented petitions have been received for paving, water, drainage and sewer improvements to Prairie Lakes Phase V.  Resolutions 792-25 through 795-25 will authorize and provide for these improvements.  Costs for paving improvements are estimated at $650,000.00 and will be divided among 40 lots.
[bookmark: _Hlk205884757]Wilson moved to approve Resolution 792-25 authorizing and providing for paving improvements for Phase V Prairie Lakes.  Anderson seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

D. RESOLUTION 793-25; DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PHASE V- PRAIRIE LAKES
[bookmark: _Hlk205884993]Resolution 793-25 will authorize and provide for drainage improvements.  Costs for drainage improvements are estimated at $100,000.00. 
Kerstetter moved to approve Resolution 793-25 authorizing and providing for drainage improvements for Phase V Prairie Lakes.  Stamm seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

E. RESOLUTION 794-25; SEWER IMPROVEMENT PHASE V- PRAIRIE LAKES 
Garth Herrmann, presented petition for sewer improvements to Prairie Lakes Phase V.  Resolution 794-25 will authorize and provide for these improvements.  Costs for sewer improvements are estimated at $75,000.00 and will be divided among 21 lots.
Stamm moved to approve Resolution 794-25 authorizing and providing for sewer improvements for Phase V Prairie Lakes.  Colbert seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried
F. [bookmark: _Hlk201307580][bookmark: _Hlk97111003]RESOLUTION 795-25; WATER IMPROVEMENT PHASE V- PRAIRIE LAKES
Resolution 795-25 will authorize and provide for water improvements.  Costs for water improvements are estimated at $200,000.00, divided among 40 lots. 
Wilson moved to approve Resolution 795-25 authorizing and providing for water improvements for Phase V Prairie Lakes.  Reid seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

G. APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN KDOT, SEDGWICK COUNTY AND CITY OF VALLEY CENTER FOR CONSTRUCTION OF MULTI-USE PATH ON SENECA STREET
Administrator Clark presented an agreement between Kansas Department of Transportation, Sedgwick County and the City of Valley Center for WAMPO project for the construction of Multi-use path on Seneca Street.  He thanked Sedgwick County for the cooperation and inspection services they have provided throughout many recent projects.  This multi-use path project has not been included in previous Seneca Street bids.  
Wilson moved to approve contract for the construction of Multi-use path on Seneca Street between KDOT, Sedgwick County and City of Valley Center and authorize Mayor or City Administrator to sign. Colbert seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

H. APPROVAL OF CONCRETE CURB AND GUTTER REPLACMENT – WEST 3RD ST.
[bookmark: _Hlk204865057]Public Works Director Eggleston presented quote from APAC to provide concrete curb and gutter along West 3rd. Street.  Cost of project not to exceed $18,290.00.  
Colbert moved to approve to accept quote for curb and gutter replacement from APAC in the amount of $18,290.00 and authorize Mayor or City Administrator to sign.  Anderson seconded the motion.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

I. [bookmark: _Hlk203570138]APPROVAL OF CRACK SEALING AND ROAD STRIPING
Public Works Director Eggleston presented a quote from South Central Sealing and Paving to provide approximately 107,620 LF of crack sealing and repaint pavement marking in several areas.  Quote includes $73,181.60 for crack seal and $41,673.50 for pavement marking.  Eggleston stated that quotes for each portion of the project were separate.  Kerstetter questioned the recommended motion.  
[bookmark: _Hlk202948953]Kerstetter moved to accept the quote from South Central Paving & Sealing for crack seal in the amount of $78,181.60 and pavement marking in the amount of $41,673.50 and authorize Mayor or City Administrator to sign. Motion seconded by Gregory.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

J. [bookmark: _Hlk205796306]APPROVAL OF PURCHASE OF LOTS
City Administrator Clark presented a contract for the purchase of lots from the Tom Trolio Family Trust.  The purchase includes Lots 37 through 39, on Main Street.  Total purchase price is $150,000.00. Council members were generally in favor of purchasing the lots in order to have control over the future use of the lot.  Reports regarding possible contaminants were raised.  Kerstetter stated that he does feel that the City should be in the Real Estate business.  
Bill Arick 400 N. Meridian stated the purchase of the lots is good but does not want to have anything built on the lots. 
Jon Freund, 3901 Palo Verdes Cir, noted that the Comp Plan and the land use plan supports local use of the lots and wants to protect that green area.
Mayor Truman voiced his support for purchasing the lots, but absolutely was opposed to any development.  
Colbert moved to approve contract for purchase of lots 37-39,  Main Street from Tom Trolio Family Trust in the amount of $150,000.00.  Motion seconded by Anderson.  Vote aye: Colbert, Wilson, Reid, Anderson, Gregory, Evans and Stamm. Opposed:  Kerstetter  Motion carried.

K. [bookmark: _Hlk202949196]CAPTIAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION 2025-2034
Finance Director Miller presented for approval the 2025-2034 Capital Improvement Plan.  He stated that very little has changed.  He has removed the city limit signs and the Recreation Center as both of those projects are complete.  He noted 3 projects that are coming up.  They include the railroad at 69th, the water treatment plant and Seneca Street from Ford to 85th. 
Evans moved to adopt the Capital Improvement Plan for FY 2025-2034.  Seconded by Kerstetter.  Vote aye: unanimous. Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 
A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – AUGUST  5, 2025
B. REVENUE AND EXPENSE REPORT – APRIL 2025
C. TREASURER REPORT – APRIL 2025
D. CHECK RECONILITION – APRIL 2025
E. 2ND QUARTER FINANCIAL & DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW
F. DELINQUENT ACCOUNT REPORT – MAY 2025
G. SPECIAL USE LIONS PARK REQUEST – LIFE POINT CHURCH
H. PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MINUTES – JULY 29, 2025
Wilson moved, seconded by Colbert, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote Yea:  Unanimous. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
PARKS AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS DIRECTOR OWNINGS
Owings reported that the swimming pool at Lions Park has closed for the summer.  The splash pads in Lions Park and McLaughlin park will remain open through September.  

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR EGGLESTON  
Eggleston stated that the parts for the school signs have arrived.  His staff will install them so that the signs will be in operation at the beginning of school.

PUBLIC LIBRARY DIRECTOR SHARP
Sharp stated that 285 summer reading logs were returned.  Councilmember Anderson thanked the library and recognized that the building is a hub for the community.  

FINANCE DIRECTOR MILLER
Miller included a financial report that showed budget line items are on track for the year.  Stamm questioned whether funds remain in the Land Bank account that can be used for the purchase of the lots.  Miller reported approximately $67,000.00 remains in that account.

ENGINEER JAKE VASA
Gave updates on City projects.  
The mass grading at Harvest Place is complete.  Infrastructure for phase I will be starting next week.
The notice for bids for Trails End Phase I will go out August 20th.
They are working with the developers for the design of Arbor Valley Phase II.
They are working with public works on the lift station design.

CITY CLERK/HR DIRECTOR CARRITHERS
Included in staff reports is the quarterly report from Senior Coordinator Porchia-Washington.  She also asked that everyone continue to keep all staff in thoughts and prayers.  In the last month, the City has lost Marsha Tormey, Larry Tormey and Stacy Shay.  Stacy’s passing leaves a huge hole in City Hall and throughout the other departments.

GOVERNING BODY REPORTS – 
MAYOR TRUMAN
Farmer’s Market this Thursday.

COUNCILMEMBER REID
Congratulations to Finance Director Miller on receiving the budget award again this year.  


Stamm moved to adjourn, second by Kerstetter. Vote Yea: Unanimous. 

ADJOURN -  

The meeting adjourned at 8:39 PM.


                                                           ______________________________________________ 
          		                                     Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk



